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During the 12 years that Ingemar Eliasson was a much appreciated
county governor of Vdrmland, he played a very active role in the
cultural life of the region and contributed extensively to the develop-
ment of the county’s unique assets.

Preface

Try to capture Varmland in pictures. A tricky thing
to do, but it would be wrong not to try. Per Berg-
grén has tried, and succeeded magnificently. This
masterpiece about the county of Varmland is a
long-awaited follow-up to his 2004 book called
Vérmlands pérlor.

Images of a landscape depend on the chosen
perspective. Things change constantly. Angles and
subjects spring from the photographer’s tempera-
ment, and bring the images to life. The picture is
both general and personal. Some people might not
find what they expected. That is how it should be.
Then the selection of subject has engaged the inte-
rest of the reader and viewer.

It is said that a picture paints a thousand words.
For a picture to convey what is hoped for, it must
create an atmosphere or illustrate a fact. This requi-
rement is fulfilled in this book. The images awaken
a curiosity to know more, and the words answer to

that. If not a thousand, then enough to share addi-
tional knowledge.

The pictures mirror the body and soul of Varm-
land, but a picture is never complete. The landsca-
pe is constantly changing. Human lives leave their
traces. A true picture in time must also show the
remains of previous lives, as well as glimpses of the
future. These are the qualities that this book de-
livers.

The subtitle of this book, The crown among the
counties of Sweden, is a line of verse from the anth-
em of Varmland, Varmlandsvisan. We have been
singing these boastful words for 150 years. We in-
tend to carry on singing, but perhaps with a change
of key, and a new verse where we sing about the
pearl of Europe’s provinces. Maybe this can be
the subtitle of Per Berggrén'’s next book about the
county of Varmland.

Ingemar Eliasson




Lars Léfgren:

"Varmland is not a county
Véarmland is a feeling”

The crown among the counties of Sweden

The purpose of this book is to provide a taste of
the culture to be found in the county of Varmland.
The book should be just as interesting for those of
us who live here as for those who visit us. This can
be a book that we gladly take with us to our good
friends in other parts of the world to show what it
looks like where we live.

My aim has been to show in pictures and words
the phenomena that are special to those of us who
love our Varmland. That could be Rottneros Park,
swimming in the river Klarélven or even motor rally,
which has deep roots in Varmland. But it could also
be the community spirit found in Borgvik. And of
course, the food in Véarmland is very special.

Making a book about Véarmland has been interes-
ting and informative and | have met many nice and

helpful people. | would like to thank all of you for
your kindness and valuable assistance. Lena Sewall,
the Hiram of Varmland, has contributed an entire
chapter and also shared her wisdom in the chapter
on local authors.

| have taken most of the pictures myself, however
for some of the “impossible” photos | have been
helped by skilled photographers. Thank you all for
your valuable contribution.

One person has meant a great deal and | want
to give her some extra thanks: Inger, my wife, who
supported me, read the text and made wise com-
ments, helped with the car navigation, managed

the refreshments and came with me on all the trips
around Véarmland. Thanks Inger!

Karlstad in March 2022
Per Berggrén




